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GLBS 101   		           Home and Travel Writing Exercises	           	R. Myers 2021
Tell me a story
Length: 3 full pp, double-spaced, 12 pt-font, Times New Roman; use a header and number pages in the upper right. In the upper left corner, single space your name, course, and date.

Title: Use your own creative title, centered, not in bold or quotation marks or underlined.
Do not add extra spaces under your title.

The goal of this exercise is to develop your skills at describing a place you are visiting, as if you were seeing and experiencing it for the first time and want to tell others about it. It is not necessary to travel abroad, or even very far to complete this exercise with flair.
Tell me a story! Think about how the writers you’ve read this semester manage this: Fox, Iyer,   
and Bourdain.
Although we’ve discussed this or will discuss this in class, here’s a list of tactics and strategies which may help. These are just suggestions to stimulate your writing.
· Why is your subject interesting, engaging, or special to you?
· Be personal: I, me, mine are important; use the 1st person;
· Write with confidence!  You’re the expert on this experience. 
· Be bold, not bashful, about your story.
· Keep your own voice, or create a voice.
· Observe and describe details; 
· Paint a portrait of places and people with words; 
· The good writers have done their homework: is history relevant? Has there been important change? Are you there for the first, or second time? Has someone else written about this place?
· Contrasts between times or places you’ve been? (Iyer described the 3 different locales of Bali: Kuta, Ubud, and Sanur. Each has a particular personality; Bourdain makes Scotland familiar; he’s witty and slightly sarcastic.
· Explore the senses: places smell, can be noisy, look chaotic, feel creepy or exciting; tastes; sticky, slimy, dry, hot, cold, …
· Everything doesn’t have to be positive or rosy.
· Your internal (emotional) state might be relevant; how did it make you feel?
· Irony sometimes helps tell a story;
· Humor and exaggeration can be effective (esp. Bourdain, not as blatant in Iyer and Theroux);
· Make comparisons, similes and metaphors; “. . . the sound of bagpipes is as alluring as a dentist’s drill hitting nerve” (Bourdain, p. 256);
· Allusions to other (places, times, people, states, writers) 
· Be speculative and opinionated;
· Use local phrasing, vocabulary, or customs; potatoes and turnips become “tatties and neeps”;
· Talk to people; dialogue can bring a story to life; What does the place mean to those who live there? 
· Keep your focus. Bourdain diverges from the title of his story, “Haggis Rules.” This weakens the account of haggis, but does it weaken his chapter overall?
· Prooofread the daylights out of your paper! Typos and bad grammar, unless it is intentional, detract from your effort.  And revise.

Use The Writing Center online. 








